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BRANCH INC
Applicant

MINISTER FOR THE ENVIRONMENT AND HERITAGE
Respondent

NOTICE DISPUTING FACTS
{Order 18 Rule 2)

The respondent disputes the following facts specified in the applicant’s notice dated 19 July

2005:

Date: 5 August 2005

Global warming is a complex biophysical process involving a rise over time in the
temperature of the earth’s atmosphere due to human activities.

The burning of coal to generate electricity generally results in the emission of
greenhouse gases contributing to global warming.

A principal purpose of the mining of coal from the Isaac Plains Coal Project (EPBC
2005/2070) and Sonoma Coal Project (EPBC 2005/2080) is to sell the coal for burning
in coal-fired power stations to generate electricity.

The amount of coal mined from the Isaac Plains Coal Project is likely to result in a
large amount of greenhouse gas emissions contributing to global warming.

The amount of coal mined from the Sonoma Coal Project is likely to result in a large
amount of greenhouse gas emissions contributing to global warming.

Global warming is likely to have a severe impact on matters protected by Part 3 of the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.
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